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Welcome to Normandale Lutheran Church

Normandale Lutheran Church is a member of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) and a Reconciling in Christ 
(RIC) congregation.

We’re Glad You’re Here!
Led by the Holy Spirit and living in God’s grace, Normandale Lutheran Church 
is a community of believers who love, learn, worship, and serve as we walk in 
relationship with Jesus Christ and others. We hope you find in us a place of  
welcome, a place of worship, a place for you.

We affirm that all people are created in the image of God, and as beloved children of 
God, all are worthy of God’s love and grace. We welcome all people into full participation 
in the life and ministries of Normandale Lutheran Church.

We celebrate that there are differences among us, and believe that we can love one  
another, even though we may not think alike. We proclaim this statement of welcome to all 
who have known the pain of exclusion or discrimination in the church and society.

We are committed to a ministry of reconciliation. We welcome and affirm our human 
family’s diversity of sexual orientation, gender identity, race, ethnicity, age, faith history, 
socioeconomic status, physical and mental ability. We embrace this diversity as a gift 
from God, and invite all into a faithful journey toward greater love, understanding, and  
reconciliation.	
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Welcoming Statement



NLC Kids

Worship With Us
Hymnals are located in the pew backs.  Both the ELW (red) and ACS (purple) hymnals are used in 
worship.

Large Print copies of bulletins, hymns and ELW liturgical settings are available. Please ask an usher 
if you would like one.

Sensory Headphones for all ages are hanging outside the main sanctuary doors.

Hearing Devices are available to enhance your worship experience. Please ask an usher if you need 
assistance. 

Holy Communion is offered during worship on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month. All are 
welcome at God’s Table. Gluten free wafers, dairy free bread, and grape juice are available.
Livestream of worship services are available as a way to participate in the regular worship life of 
our congregation. Visit normluth.org/livestream to watch from wherever you are.

PrayGround is located at the front of the worship space and is filled with quiet toys and comfy  
seating for the littlest in our midst and their caregivers.

The Quiet Space is located outside the sanctuary in the Fishbowl (to the left) for children age 4 and 
up and their families. There are quiet activities and a screen to see and hear worship. 

Worship Toolkits and Bulletins invite children to participate in worship with hands-on activities. 
These are located outside the main entrance of the sanctuary.  
Noisy Offering: Children are invited to cheerfully bring their “Noisy Offering” to the front during 
the Offertory Response. This offering will help Every Meal in their fight to end child hunger.



Gathering

Gathering Music 	 Partita on “Praise My Soul, the God of Heaven”	
										             arr. Robert Hobby

Words of Welcome

Call to Worship		  Make Me a Channel of Your Peace	    arr. Mark Barnard
					   
*Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 
forever.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of 
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 
your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

*Gathering Song 	 Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven	                  ELW 864

Congregational responses in bold.
* Please stand as you are comfortable.



Word

Reading	 								         Genesis 50:15-21
Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears 
a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” 
So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, 
‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did 
in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God 
of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. Then his brothers also wept, fell 
down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” But Joseph said to them, 
“Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? Even though you intended to do harm 
to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is 
doing today. So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this 
way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.

Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 

*Greeting
The grace of Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.  
 

*Kyrie				                                                           ELW Page 138
			              
*Hymn of Praise		 Glory to God	                                       ELW Page 139

Children’s Message	 					                   Pastor Adam White
	

*Prayer of the Day 
Good and gracious God, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness.  
Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love you and reflect your  
goodness, that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen.



*Gospel Acclamation 	 	                                                               ELW Page 142
                     
*Gospel	 					                                          Matthew 18:21-35

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said,] “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king 
who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one 
who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him, and, as he could not pay, 
the lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his  
possessions and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees before him,  
saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ And out of pity for 
him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. But that same 
slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred  
denarii, and seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ Then his fellow 
slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 
But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 
When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and 
they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord summoned 
him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you  
pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy 
on you?’ And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay 
his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not 
forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Psalm 103:8-13	  
Lord, you are full of compas- | sion and mercy,
  slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love; 
you will not al- | ways accuse us,
  nor will you keep your an- | ger forever.
You have not dealt with us according | to our sins,
  nor repaid us according to | our iniquities.
For as the heavens are high a- | bove the earth,
  so great is your steadfast love for | those who fear you.
As far as the east is | from the west,
  so far have you removed our transgres- | sions from us.
As a father has compassion | for his children,
  so you have compassion for those who fear | you, O Lord.



Sermon				    		     	                       Pastor Maria Pederson

*Hymn of the Day	 Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive

*Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen.



Prayers and Offering

*Prayers of Intercession                                      
Congregational response following each petition: 
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

*Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come; your 
will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 
us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of 
trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours, now and forever. Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace    
The peace of Christ is with you all. 
And also with you.

Thanks for Generosity        Asylum Coalition for Transition - Twin Cities (ACT-TC)
								                             Karen Newcomer

Offering  	  		  There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy	         Maurice Bevan

*Noisy Offering | Offertory Response  
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;   
Praise God above, ye heav’nly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  

Children are invited to cheerfully bring their “Noisy Offering” to the front during 
the Offertory Response. This offering will help Every Meal in their fight to end child hunger.

*Offering Prayer	 			 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. 
Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, 
through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 



Sending

Announcements

*Blessing

*Sending Song			   Love Divine, All Loves Excelling	                 ELW 631

*Sending	 	
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*Sending Music			  Postlude for a Festival Day	                  Joel Martinson

Pastor Maria Pederson
Pastor Rebecca Gamble
John Stender
Amy James
Normandale Lutheran Choir, John Stender, director
Lorna Wolthoff
Harriet Dodington
Mel Henry, Norm & Judy Teigen
Ann LaPorte
Cindy Nelson
Elenkiwich Team

Preaching:
Liturgist:
Organist:
Cantor:
Choir:
Accompanist:
Acolyte:
Greeters:
Lector:
Sacristan:
Ushers:

Worship Leaders:

Music and text reproduced from the Public Domain or with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-744531 (reprint and  
podcast).Liturgy copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress, from <SundaysandSeasons.com>. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS004116. New Revised Standard Version Bible Updated 
Edition, copyright © 2022 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. 
All rights reserved worldwide.





Community

Kids Day in 



Rehearsal Room
Third Floor

Chapel
Rehearsal Room	
Fireside Room
Gym
Studio A
Center Office		
Room 208	

Fireside Room
Studio A
Multi Purpose Room N.
Multi Purpose Room N.
Multi Purpose Room S.
Fellowship Hall
Fellowship Hall
Fellowship Hall
Rehearsal Room
Rooms 209-211
Fishbowl
Studio A

Fireside Room
Gym
Multi Purpose Room N.

Fireside Room
Sanctuary

Studio A

Sanctuary
Studio A
Fireside Room
Fellowship Hall
Various Locations
Chapel

LeagueAires
Heritage Committee

Prayers for Peace
Giving Voice Rehearsal
Giving Voice Social Time
REACH Youth Juggling Club
Normandale House Meeting
NLC Finance Committee
Tuesday Night AA

Wednesday Women’s Bible Study
Memory Cafe
Edina Wednesday Noon Al-Anon
Cherub Choir
Children’s Choir
Normandale Table
All Community Devotion
Middle School Faith Formation
Normandale Choir
Young Adult Group
High School Youth Group
Wooddale Ave AA Meeting

Brown Bag Bible Study
REACH Youth Juggling Club
Handbell Choir Rehearsal

Matin Luther
Gwen Hedlund Memorial Service

Book, Bagel, Brew

Worship in Sanctuary
Normandale 411/New Member Orientation
Coffee, Donuts & Fellowship
Growing Peace: Forgiveness and Reconciliation
Sunday School
Worship in Chapel

Monday, September 14
9:30am - 12:00pm
1:00pm - 5:00pm

Tueday, September 15
9:00am - 9:30am
10:00am - 11:30am
11:30am - 12:30pm
4:00pm - 8:00pm
4:30pm - 6:00pm
5:30pm - 6:30pm
6:30pm - 7:30pm

Wednesday, September 16
9:30am - 11:00am
11:30am - 12:30pm
12:00pm - 1:00pm
5:00pm - 5:45pm
5:00pm - 5:45pm
5:30pm - 6:15pm
6:15pm - 6:30pm
6:30pm - 8:00pm
6:30pm - 8:00pm
6:30pm - 8:00pm
7:30pm - 9:30pm
7:30pm - 9:00pm

Thursday, September 17th
12:00pm - 1:00pm
4:00pm - 6:00pm
5:45pm - 6:45pm

Friday, September 18th
7:00am - 8:00am
1:00pm - 4:00pm

Saturday, September 19th
10:00am - 11:30am

Sunday, September 20th
9:00am - 10:00am
10:00am - 11:30am
10:10am - 11:10am
10:10am - 11:10am
10:10am - 11:10am
11:15am - 12:00pm

For more information 
and to view full calendar 
of events, visitnormluth.org.

This Week at Normandale Lutheran Church
September 14 - 20, 2026


