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Welcome to Normandale Lutheran Church

Normandale Lutheran Church is a member of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) and a Reconciling in Christ 
(RIC) congregation.

We’re Glad You’re Here!
Led by the Holy Spirit and living in God’s grace, Normandale Lutheran Church 
is a community of believers who love, learn, worship, and serve as we walk in 
relationship with Jesus Christ and others. We hope you find in us a place of  
welcome, a place of worship, a place for you.

We affirm that all people are created in the image of God, and as beloved children of 
God, all are worthy of God’s love and grace. We welcome all people into full participation 
in the life and ministries of Normandale Lutheran Church.

We celebrate that there are differences among us, and believe that we can love one  
another, even though we may not think alike. We proclaim this statement of welcome to all 
who have known the pain of exclusion or discrimination in the church and society.

We are committed to a ministry of reconciliation. We welcome and affirm our human 
family’s diversity of sexual orientation, gender identity, race, ethnicity, age, faith history, 
socioeconomic status, physical and mental ability. We embrace this diversity as a gift 
from God, and invite all into a faithful journey toward greater love, understanding, and  
reconciliation.	
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Welcoming Statement



NLC Kids

Worship With Us
Hymnals are located in the pew backs.  Both the ELW (red) and ACS (purple) hymnals are used in 
worship.

Large Print copies of bulletins, hymns and ELW liturgical settings are available. Please ask an usher 
if you would like one.

Sensory Headphones for all ages are hanging outside the main sanctuary doors.

Hearing Devices are available to enhance your worship experience. Please ask an usher if you need 
assistance. 

Holy Communion is offered during worship on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month. All are 
welcome at God’s Table. Gluten free wafers, dairy free bread, and grape juice are available.

Livestream of worship services are available as a way to participate in the regular worship life of 
our congregation. Visit normluth.org/livestream to watch from wherever you are.

PrayGround is located at the front of the worship space and is filled with quiet toys and comfy  
seating for the littlest in our midst and their caregivers.

Extended PrayGround is located outside the sanctuary next to the Fishbowl for children age 4 and 
up and their families. There are quiet activities and a screen to see and hear worship. 

Busy Bags filled with quiet activities are hanging outside the main entrance of the sanctuary.  

Bulletins & Coloring Sheets are located on a table by the main sanctuary doors. 
Noisy Offering: Children are invited to cheerfully bring their “Noisy Offering” to the front during 
the Offertory Response. This offering will help Every Meal in their fight to end child hunger.



Gathering

Gathering Music 			   Variations on Dix	                                           David Dahl

Words of Welcome
	 					       
Call to Worship			   The Spirit of the Lord	                           Zebulon M. Highben

*Greeting
The grace of Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you. 

*Processional Song		  For the Beauty of the Earth	                                 ELW 879

 Promises of Baptism         	
Lennox Leonard McKinley

Daughter of James & Marissa McKinley
Luella Joy Mak

Daughter of Dominic & Lucy Mak
Lucy Rose Mak

In mercy and love, God gives new birth to all into a living hope through the promises of baptism. 
Recognizing our human need, we celebrate God’s dependable goodness, infinite new starts, and 
continued claim on our lives. Today, we especially celebrate that God claims Lennox, Luella, and 
Lucy as God’s own, takes delight in them, and surrounds them with love.

Lucy, called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to be baptized 
into Christ? 

Dominic and Lucy, called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to 
have Luella baptized into Christ? 

James and Marissa, called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire 
to have Lennox baptized into Christ? 

As you bring them to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities: to live with 
them among God’s faithful people, to bring them to Jesus’ sacred meal, to place in their hands the 
Holy Scriptures, nurturing them in faith and grounding them in prayer, so that they will learn to trust 
God, proclaim Christ, care for others and the world God made, and work for justice and peace. Do 
you promise to help them grow in their Christian faith and life? 

Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Lennox, Luella, and Lucy in the Christian faith as you are  
empowered by God’s Spirit, and to help them live in the promise of baptism and to live among 
God’s faithful people? 

Congregational responses in bold
* Please stand as you are comfortable



Dear People of God, do you promise to surround Lennox, Luella, and Lucy with love and grace, and 
pray for them in their new life in Christ? Congregation responds: We do.

*Profession of Faith
Do you reject the falsehoods which deny God’s love and promise? 

I renounce them. 
Do you reject the powers of this world that openly rebel against God’s purposes?

I renounce them.
Do you reject the enticing ways of sin that pull us away from God’s hopes for us?

I renounce them.
Do you believe in God the Father? 

We believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

We believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the  
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Baptism and Placement of Baptismal Stole

Prayer
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you claim your children as your 
own. SustainLennox, Luella, and Lucy with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and un-
derstanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the awe of the Lord, the 
spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. Amen.

Anointment with Oil and Presentation of Baptismal Candle

Welcome
We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: giving thanks,  
praising God, and bearing God’s creative and redeeming word to all the world.

*Baptismal Hymn		  Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters (stanza 3)	          ELW 445 

Children’s Message	 					                    Jacob Boettcher Belz

*Prayer of the Day
O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our life. 
Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, living in daily love and 
joyful witness to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



Reading 							                                         Romans 12:1-8
[Paul writes,] I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s mercy, to  
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your reasonable act of  
worship. Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of the mind, so that 
you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. For by the grace 
given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think 
but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 
For as in one body we have many members and not all the members have the same function, so 
we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. We 
have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in  
ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the encourager, in encouragement; the giver, in sincerity; the 
leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.

Word of God, Word of Life.	
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 138

I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with | my whole heart;
  	   before the gods I will | sing your praise.
I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, 
	 because of your steadfast | love and faithfulness;
   	  for you have glorified your name and your word a- | bove all things.
When I called, you | answered me;
  	   you increased my | strength within me.
All the rulers of the earth will praise | you, O Lord,
 	  when they have heard the words | of your mouth. 
They will sing of the ways | of the Lord,
  	   that great is the glory | of the Lord.
The Lord is high, yet cares | for the lowly,
  	   perceiving the haughty | from afar.
Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you | keep me safe;
  	   you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; 
     	 your right | hand shall save me.
You will make good your pur- | pose for me;
  	   O Lord, your steadfast love endures forever; 
       	do not abandon the works | of your hands. 
 

*Gospel Acclamation    		                                                                        ACS Page 33

*Gospel	 		                                                                                   Matthew 16:13-20	
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord.	
	 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who 
do people say that the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist but others Elijah 
and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 
Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him, 
“Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you but my Father 



Prayers and Offering
*Prayers of Intercession

Congregational response following each petition: 
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

*Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come; your will be done on 
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace
The peace of Christ is with you all. 
And also with you.

Offering	    			   O for a Closer Walk	                    Charles Villiers Stanford

*Noisy Offering | Offertory Response          

Children are invited to cheerfully bring their “Noisy Offering” to the front during 
the Offertory Response. This offering will help Every Meal in their fight to end child hunger.

*Offering Prayer				  
God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is sure. Word and 
water, wine and bread: all that is gathered are signs of your abundant grace. Receive the gifts 
we bring, and nourish us to share your gifts freely, so that all may flourish in the goodness you 
desire for the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song. Amen.

Hades will not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you 
bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 
Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon						                                           Pastor Rebecca Gamble

*Hymn of the Day			   Built on a Rock	                                                      ELW 652



 Worship Leaders
Pastor Rebecca Gamble
Jacob Boettcher Belz
John Stender
The James Family
Mary Quist Newins

Mel & Deb Henry
Marilyn Kemme
Emily Steuerwald
Hansberger Team

Preaching:
Liturgists:
Organist:
Cantors:
Baptism Deacon:
Crucifer:
Greeters:
Lector:
Sacristan:
Ushers:

Sending

Announcements

*Blessing 

*Sending Song	 	 God of Grace and God of Glory	                                 ELW 705
	 			   					                                        
*Sending	 	

Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

*Sending Music	 	 Hymn Prelude on Cwm Rhondda	                              Paul Manz	







The Center will be hosting a table at 
the Elders Brain Health Fair 

Saturday, August 27 
11:00 am - 2:00 pm 

Minneapolis American Indian Center 
at 1530 East Franklin Ave in Minneapolis. 

This gathering is for elders, families, caregivers,friends,
and community members who want to learn more about 
brain health and support wellness across generations.
There will be health resources, on-site health assessments, 
Cultural Activities, a meal, and more.



This Week at Normandale Lutheran Church
August 24 - 30, 2026

Studio A 

Chapel
Room 208 
Studio A

Multi Purpose N.
Studio A

Virtual: on Zoom

Sanctuary
Fireside Room
Zoom
Fellowship Hall

Memory Cafe	

Prayers for Peace
Tuesday Night AA
Church Council Meetin

Southdale AA Meeting
Wooddale Ave AA Meeting

Racial Justice & Equity Book Club

No Events Planned

No Events Planned

Sunday Worship
Coffee, Donuts & Fellowship
Virtual Coffee Hour
St. Louis Park Sunday Night AA Group

Monday, August 24	
11:00am - 12:00pm

Tuesday, August 25
9:00am - 9:30am
6:30pm - 7:30pm
7:00pm - 9:00pm

Wednesday, Aug 26	
12:00pm - 1:00pm
7:30pm - 9:00pm

Thursday, August 27
3:15pm - 4:30pm

Friday, August 28

Saturday, August 29

Sunday, August 30
9:30am - 10:30am
10:30am - 12:00pm
11:30am - 1:00pm
7:30pm - 8:30pm

For more information 
and to view full calendar 
of events, visitnormluth.org.


