
    
		     



Gathering Music			   O Come, All Ye Faithful                                                                  Emma Lou 
Diemer

Words of Welcome	
                                                    
Bringing of the Light	 	 O Come, O Come, Emnamuel (Stanzas 1 & 2)           			           ELW 257
		
Confession and Forgiveness
God of shadows and light, our thoughts are not your thoughts. Our ways are not your ways. 
Hear our confession. Heal our hearts. Forgive our sins.

(silence)

In Jesus you call us to  hope, 
that your justice will prevail –that the hungry will be fed and the lowly lifted up.

In Jesus you call us to faith, 
in the mystery of your Presence in the worl d, and the truth that nothing will be impossible with you.

In Jesus you reveal your love, 
that we might love more fully and know how deeply we are loved.

In Jesus you reveal your power, 
a power with and for the vulnerable; a power held in mercy and grace.

In Jesus you call us to joy, 
a joy that can hold the world’s grief and its beauty.

(silence)

In the light of the Christ child, in the shadow of the Most High, 
we make our confession and receive your forgiveness. 
Amen.

“The Journey to Bethlehem”

First Narration				   Hanging the Greens	 						    
	
Welcome Carols	 		

Anthem					     Norwegian Dance Carol 				               Dolores Hruby 	
Hymn 					     O Come, All Ye Faithful 					             ELW 283

					   
Second Narration			   Lighting the Candles		  				    	
	     
Candlelight Carols	 		

Song					     Patapan 			        	        Sunday School Grades 3 and 4 	
Song					     Joy to the World 						          All children 

				      	  
Third Narration				    Gathering at the Manger

Manger Carols			 
Song					     Angels We Have Heard on High 		  with Cherub Choir
Song					     Away in a Manger 					     All children

 

Fourth Narration 			   Following The Star 

Star Carols	 			 
Song					     Silent Night! Holy Night!                      Sunday School Grades Pre-K and K
Song					     Go Tell It on the Mountain! (Congregation stanza 2)                       ELW 290
	                                            



Fifth Narration			    Welcoming the Gift of Jesus		

Love Carols	 		
Hymn	 			    In the Bleak Midwinter (stanzas 1 and Last)          Sunday School Grades 1 and 2
Hymn	 			   Hark! The Herald Angels Sing!                                                                        ELW 270

Reading		   								           	               Ruth 1:1-9, 14-16

In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the land, and a certain man of Bethlehem in  
Judah went to live in the country of Moab, he and his wife and two sons. The name of the man was  
Elimelech and the name of his wife Naomi, and the names of his two sons were Mahlon and Chilion; they were  
Ephrathites from Bethlehem in Judah. They went into the country of Moab and remained there. But Elimelech, the  
husband of Naomi, died, and she was left with her two sons. These took Moabite wives; the name of the 
one was Orpah and the name of the other Ruth. When they had lived there about ten years, both Mahlon 
and Chilion also died, so that the woman was left without her two sons and her husband. Then she started to  
return with her daughters-in-law from the country of Moab, for she had heard in the country of Moab that the 
LORD had considered his people and given them food. So she set out from the place where she had been 
living, she and her two daughters-in- law, and they went on their way to go back to the land of Judah. But 
Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go back each of you to your mother’s house. May the LORD deal 
kindly with you, as you have dealt with the dead and with me. The LORD grant that you may find security, 
each of you in the house of your husband.” Then she kissed them, and they wept aloud. Then they wept 
aloud again. Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clung to her. So she said, “See, your sister-in-law has 
gone back to her people and to her gods; return after your sister-in-law.” But Ruth said, “Do not press me 
to leave you or to turn back from following you! Where you go, I will go; where you lodge, I will lodge, your 
people shall be my people, and your God my God.

Holy wisdom, holy word.
Thanks be to God.

Homily								                                   Pastor Rebecca Gamble

Thanks for your Generosity 

Sharing of the Peace

Music at the Offering		  Comfort, Comfort Now My People                                                	      Paul Manz

Noisy Offering |Offertory Response
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above ye heav’nly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.	

Children are invited to cheerfully bring their “Noisy Offering” to the front during the Offertory Response. 
This offering will help Every Meal in their fight to end child hunger.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come; your will be done on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the 
time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Blessing and Sending
Go in Peace and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

Sending Music	 		  Comfort, Comfort Now My People                                                         Georg Böhm	
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We’re Glad You’re Here!
Led by the Holy Spirit and living in God’s grace, Normandale Lutheran Church is a community of  
believers who love, learn, worship, and serve as we walk in relationship with Jesus Christ and others.  
We hope you find in us a place of welcome, a place of worship, a place for you.
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